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LEED"  by  Example  with 
atipn  Center 


Landscaping  with  native 
plants  that  require  no 
irrigation  was  just  one 
of  the  many  "green" 
principles  employed  when 
designing  the  Doyle 
Conservation  Center 
in  Leominster. 

* 


DOYLE  CONSERVATION 
CENTER 

LEOMINSTER 


l  his 


his  summer  marked  an  important  milestone 
in  the  history  of  The  Trustees  of  Reservations:  the 
opening  of  the  Doyle  Conservation  Center,  the 
largest  capital  project  ever  undertaken  by  the  country's 
oldest  regional  land  conservation  organization. 
Located  in  Central  Massachusetts  near  the  inter- 
section of  Routes  2  and  12  in  Leominster,  the  $5 
million,  18,000-square-foot  Doyle  Conservation 
Center  is  a  "green"  building  designed  to  reduce  its 
impact  on  the  environment,  from  the  site  location 
and  the  materials  used  in  construction  to  its  solar 
panels  and  composting  toilets. 

The  Doyle  Conservation  Center  has  been 
registered  for  gold  certification  with  the  U.S.  Green 
Building  Council  through  its  Leadership  in  Energy 
and  Environmental  Design  (LEED)  program,  a 
standard  for  sustainable  building. 

Built  in  the  backyard  of  The  Trustees'  Central 
Regional  Office  on  the  Doyle  Reservation,  the 
building  was  constructed  with  mostly  recycled  and 
renewable  products,  including  desks  and  shelves 
made  from  sunflower  hulls;  bamboo  and  cork 
floors;  recycled  fabrics  used  in  carpeting  and  acoustic 


When  undertaking  the  largest  capital 
project  in  its  history.The  Trustees 
designed  with  sustainability  in  mind. 
The  result  is  a  "green"  building  with 
desks  made  from  sunflower  hulls, 
floors  covered  in  cork  and  bamboo, 
and  composting  toilets,  too. 


tiles;  sink  counters  made  from  "zero  waste"  material; 
and  exterior  siding  formed  from  the  byproduct  of 
hardwood  timber  harvesting  and  furniture 
manufacturing. 

An  anonymous  donor  funded  the  vast  majority 
of  the  construction  cost.  A  grant  from  the 
Massachusetts  Technology  Collaborative  allowed 
The  Trustees  to  use  roof-mounted  photovoltaic 
panels  that  provide  25%  of  the  building's  electricity. 
Two  1,500  foot  geothermal  wells  provide  heating 
and  cooling  without  the  use  of  on-site  fossil  fuels. 
The  wells  were  drilled  as  a  "gift-in-kind"  by  a  local 
contractor.  Indoor  air  quality  is  assured  with  an 
intelligent  ventilation  system  and  operable  windows. 
Water  is  conserved  by  eliminating  the  need  for 
landscape  irrigation  and  the  use  of  composting  toilets, 
which  use  80%  less  water  than  conventional  toilets. 

"When  designing  this  building,  we  wanted  to 
create  a  space  that  would  reflect  the  ethics  of  the 
people  who  would  work  here  everyday,"  said  Jim 
Younger,  Director  of  Structural  Resources  for  The 
Trustees  of  Reservations. 
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KENDALL'S  CORNER 


Engaging 
the  Visitor 


For  The  Trustees  of  Reservations,  it's  not 
enough  to  simply  save  land.  Our  mission 
is  to  conserve  our  great  landscapes  and 
landmarks  for  public  enjoyment,  and  we 
are  always  looking  for  new  and  innovative 
ways  to  engage  the  visitors  who  come  to  our 
properties.  In  this  issue  of  Special  Places 
you'll  read  about  how  our  educators  and 
interpreters  are  placing  educational  treasure 
hunts  called  Quests  on  our  reservations. 
These  Quests  are  a  fun  way  for  children  of 
all  ages  to  interact  with  the  landscape  around 
them  and  learn  something  along  the  way. 

Another  way  we  engage  visitors  is 
leading  by  example.  Recent  media  coverage 
of  the  Doyle  Conservation  Center,  our  new 


"green"  building  in  Leominster,  has  inspired 
others  to  consider  using  sustainable  materials 
when  building  or  renovating  their  homes. 

We  also  engage  our  visitors  through 
our  volunteer  work  days,  like  the  invasive 
species  abatement  projects  held  this 
summer  at  Bartholomew's  Cobble  and 
other  properties.  Speaking  of  volunteerism, 
we  are  planning  our  next  Conservation 
Works!  volunteer  day  for  the  Spring 
2005 — watch  this  space  for  a  date.  In  the 
meantime,  we  look  forward  to  seeing  you 
on  your  favorite  reservation,  engaged  in 
your  favorite  activity! 


Andy  Kendall 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR 


Enter  our  winter  photo  contest 
to  win  a  hard  cover  copy  of 
Richard  Cheek's  beautiful 
photography  book,  Land  of  the 
Commonwealth.The  theme  is 
"winter  moments  on  a  Trustees' 
property".  Please  send  high 
quality  digital  images  to  Julie 
Napoli  at  jnapoli@ttor.org  to 
enter.  Deadline  is  January  1 5, 
2005.  Happy  clicking! 


ph  t   contest  winner! 

The  winner  of  The  Trustees  Summer  Newsletter  Photo  Contest  is  this  photo 
by  Trustees'  member,  Christine  Caruso,  taken  of  her  daughter  Juli  at  Cape 
Poge  on  Martha's  Vineyard.  Marketing  staffer  Julie  Napoli  comments  that  "the 
dark  figure  against  the  light  sky  contrasting  the  very  bright  sun  is  an 
interesting  dichotomy  that  takes  advantage  of  a  great  light. This  photograph 
evokes  emotion.  It  is  moody  and  thoughtful,  and  its  silhouetting  seems  to 
imply  that  the  person  is  literally  connected  to  the  environment." 
Congratulations  Christine  on  a  great  Trustees  moment  captured  on  film! 


i 

1    FALL  2004     VOLUME  12  NO.4 

Since  1 89 1  The  Trustees  of  Reservations  has 
been  saving  the  Massachusetts  landscape  for 
people  to  enjoy.  From  the  mountains  of  the 
Berkshires  to  the  beaches  of  Cape  Cod  and 
the  Islands,  our  conservation  work  has  helped 
protect  more  than  53,000  acres.  We  care  for 
23.628  acres  on  95  reservations  and  we  inspire 
the  next  generation  of  conservationists  through 
our  educational  programs.  We  are  a  nonprofit 
organization  supported  by  our  40,500  members. 

For  information  about  becoming  a  member  or 
to  request  a  change  of  address,  please  contact 
the  Membership  Office  at  978/921-1944  xl858, 
email  us  at  membership@ttor.org,  or  visit  our 
website  at  www.thetrustees.org. 

Special  Places,  October  2004.  Volume  1 2,  Issue 
Number  4.  Special  Places  (ISSN  1087-5026)  is 
published  quarterly  and  distributed  to  members 
and  donors  of  The  Trustees  of  Reservations. 
Copyright  ©  2004.  All  rights  reserved.  Printed 
on  recycled  paper. 

We  invite  your  articles,  photographs, 
comments,  and  suggestions. 


Please  send  them  to: 
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What  Can  You  Do  to  be  GREEN  at  Home? 

When  renovating  your  home,  use  sustainable  materials,  such  as  certified 
lumber,  cork  or  bamboo  flooring  or  recycled-fiber  carpet. 

Because  we  spend  an  estimated  90%  of  our  time  indoors,  air  quality  is 
important  to  your  health.  Improve  the  air  quality  in  your  home  using  nature's 
filters — plants!  Experts  recommend  15-18  plants  in  a  1,800  square-foot  home 
for  natural  air  filtration. 

Conserve  water. The  average  American  family  uses  74  gallons  of  water  each 
day,  and  nearly  one  third  of  it  gets  flushed.  By  installing  a  low-flow  toilet  you 
can  save  up  to  five  gallons  of  water  each  time  you  flush,  which  saves  you 
money,  too! 

Did  you  know  that  Americans  grow  and  mow  25  million  acres  of  lawn?  In 
addition  to  the  chemical  fertilizers,  pesticides  and  herbicides  dumped  on  this 
grass,  30%  of  New  England's  water  use  is  for  lawns!  Consider  planting  native 
grasses  and  shrubs  for  your  backyard,  which  can  provide  habitat  for  wildlife. 


USEFUL  LINKS 

wood-free  building  materials:  www.environbiocomposites.com 
zero-waste  SOLID  SURFACES:  www.avonitesurfaces.com/products/recycled.asp 
bamboo  flooring:  www.avonitesurfaces.com/products/recycled.asp 
CORK  flooring:  www.naturalcork.com/main.html 

carpet  with  recycled  FIBER:  www.ecosolutionq.com/html/home_home.html 

BAMBOO  background  image:  Did  you  know  that  bamboo  is  actually  a  grass?  Because  of 
its  extensive  underground  root  system,  it  can  be  harvested  in  a  sustainable  manner  every 
3-5  years,  as  has  been  done  for  centuries! 


Doyle  Conservation  Center 

continued  from  cover 

Executive  Director  Andy  Kendall  concurred: 
"We  thought  it  was  critically  important  that 
the  Doyle  Conservation  Center  stand  as  an 
expression  of  The  Trustees'  mission." 

The  Doyle  Conservation  Center  is  home 
to  The  Trustees  staff  working  in  the  areas  of 
land  conservation,  ecology,  planning  and 
mapping.  The  building  also  houses  the 
Putnam  Conservation  Institute  (PCI),  a  year- 
old  initiative  with  the  goal  of  increasing  the 
capacity  of  the  conservation  community  to 
protect,  care  for,  and  interpret  natural  and 
cultural  resources  of  Massachusetts. 

PCI  is  using  the  Doyle  Conservation 
Center's  150-person  bamboo-floored  meeting 
space  to  provide  training  and  discussions  for 
conservationists  about  land  conservation, 
watershed  protection,  land  use  planning, 
historic  preservation,  nonprofit  management 
and  more.  Since  the  Doyle  Conservation 
Center  opened  in  July,  PCI  has  offered  a 
number  of  events,  starting  with  a  free  lecture 
titled  "Rethinking  the  American  Lawn. " 


In  September,  PCI  co-hosted  a 
conference  in  Lowell  titled  "Land 
Conservation  on  a  Neighborhood  Scale: 
Improving  Life  in  Your  City  or  Town" 
with  the  Lowell  Parks  &  Conservation 
Trust  and  Trust  for  Public  Land.  This  day- 
long event  was  fully-subscribed  with  115 
registrants  from  around  New  England. 

The  conference  goal  was  to  provide 
information,  networking  opportunities,  and 
inspiration  to  people  committed  to  protecting 
and  managing  open  space  in  cities  and 
rapidly  growing  towns.  The  audience  was 
comprised  of  professionals  from  community 
development  corporations,  neighborhood 
associations,  EPA,  urban  forestry  programs, 
parks  departments,  health  departments,  and 
more.  Former  Massachusetts  Governor 
Michael  Dukakis  delivered  an  inspiring 
keynote  address  that  made  for  a  perfect, 
motivating  ending  for  the  day. 

In  October,  PCI  hosted  "Managing 
Land  &  Visitors:  Stewardship  Challenges 
of  Natural  &  Cultural  Resources  "  at  the 


Doyle  Conservation  Center.  Conceptualized 
by  The  Trustees  of  Reservations'  field 
operations  staff  and  offered  for  the  first 
time  in  2003,  this  event  is  intended  for 
people  involved  in  managing  natural  or 
historic  places  that  are  open  to  the  public. 
Topics  included  preventing  user  conflicts  on 
trails,  using  archives  to  guide  stewardship, 
maximizing  volunteer  effectiveness, 
applying  conservation  biology  principles, 
and  more.  The  training  and  networking 
day  was  attended  by  more  than  150 
professionals  and  volunteers. 

If  you  are  looking  for  an  inspiring 
setting  to  hold  a  board  meeting,  training 
session,  retreat,  or  community  event, 
consider  holding  it  at  the  Doyle 
Conservation  Center. 

To  register  for  PCI  events,  contact  the 
PCI  registrar  at  978/840-4446  xl  923  or 
pci@ttor.org.  For  more  information 
on  renting  the  Center  contact 
DoyleConservationCenter@ttor.org.  m 
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ANNUAL  SUPPOK 
Ldappeal2004 

Each  year  at  this  time  we  ask  that  you 
please  consider  making  a  contribution — 
above  and  beyond — your  much-appre- 
ciated membership  dues  to  support 
The  Trustees'  efforts  to  protect  the 
landscapes  and  landmarks  of 
Massachusetts. 


Contributions  to  the  Annual  Appeal  provide  the 
critical  funding  needed  to  sustain  stewardship  efforts 
at  our  ever-growing  network  of  reservations,  to 
undertake  new  land  conservation  projects  like 
Eastover  Farm  in  Rochester  and  Marion,  and  to 
expand  educational  outreach  to  ensure  that  our 
children  and  grandchildren  will  become  inspired 
stewards  of  the  Massachusetts  landscape. 


Despite  the  considerable  progress  that  we 
have  made  in  protecting  Massachusetts'  land- 
scapes and  landmarks,  we  are  still  very  much  in 
a  race  for  space — open  space!  This  is  why  your 
support  for  The  Trustees'  2004  Annual  Appeal  is 
so  very  important. 

Your  gift  to  The  1891  Society.The  Charles  Eliot 
Society,  or  at  whatever  level  you  can  afford  (no 
contribution  is  too  small),  will  allow  us  to  go 
above  and  beyond  in  our  efforts  to  protect  the 
best  of  the  Massachusetts  landscape.  If  you  have 
not  yet  made  your  tax-deductible  gift  to  this 
year's  Annual  Appeal,  please  consider  doing  so 
now.  Remember — you  can  designate  your 
contribution  to  support  your  favorite 
reservation  or  program. 

Look  for  the  Annual  Appeal  in  your  mailbox 
or  simply  mail  a  check  to  The  Trustees  of 
Reservations  marked  "Annual  Appeal."  You 
can  also  make  your  contribution  online  at 
www.thetrustees.org.  Thank  you  for  your 
continued  support!  a 


SPECIAL  PIECES 

Whitewater  Boating  Images 
Are  But  the  Crest  of  the  Wave! 

-  Susan  Edwards,  historic  resources  director 

When  the  Marketing  Department  packed  for  a  recent  office 
move,  a  scene  was  repeated  that  occurs  any  time  someone  digs 
deeply  into  storage  areas  at  The 
Trustees.  Deep  in  the  nook  of  a 
third  floor  office  at  Long  Hill  were 
four  boxes  of  glass  slides  along 
with  a  slip  of  paper  with  Gordon 
Abbott's  name  on  it  indicating  that 
the  slides  were  probably  given  to 
The  Trustees  while  Abbott  was 
Director  (1966-1984). 

The  slides  depict  a  series  of 
whitewater  trips  on  the  Westfield 
River  in  the  spring  of  1914  and 
1915  photographed  by  Alexander 
Forbes.  Research  indicates  that 
these  may  be  the  oldest  photo- 
graphic record  of  recreational  whitewater  boating  in  the 
Northeast.  Sue  Taft,  author  of  The  River  Chasers,  a  history  of 
whitewater  boating  in  the  U.S.  thinks  they  are  a  significant 
find.  She  reports  that  Forbes  ran  the  Westfield  in  1914  in  a 


canoe  and,  deciding  that  a  kayak  would  be  better  suited  to  the 
rough  water,  used  a  kayak  for  the  first  time  on  the  Westfield  in 
1915.  "I'm  absolutely  positive  they  depict  an  early  river  trip 
by  the  Appalachian  Mountain  Club,"  said  Taft. 

This  latest  find  underscores  the 
richness  of  The  Trustees  documentary  and 
photo  collections  and  the  pressing  need  to 
provide  a  central  repository  for  their 
cataloguing  and  care.  The  Trustees  hold 

important 
records 
concerning 
every  one 
of  our  95 
properties 
and,  as  the 
finding 
of  these 
glass  slides 
indicates, 
almost  a 
century  of 
material 
related  to 
their  use.  These  materials  can  greatly 
enrich  our  educational  programming  and 
are  too  important  not  to  share  with  the  wider 
public  and  scholars. 


The  Trustees  owns 
Chesterfield  Gorge,  one 
of  the  takeouts  for  the 
section  of  the  Westfield 
River  shown  in  this 
slide.  You  can  search 
for  the  closest  put-in 
near  you  by  visiting 
www.thetrustees.org  and 
clicking  on  "Search." 

For  more  information 
on  TTOR's  efforts  to 
protect — and  share — 
its  rich  collection  of 
documents  and  photos, 
contact  Susan  Edwards  at 
sedwards@ttor.org  or 
978/921-1944  xl896. 


Enjoy  Trustees'  B&B  Specials  This  Winter! 

THE  ULTIMATE  ROMANTIC  INDULGENCE — 
THE  GUEST  HOUSE  AT  FIELD  FARM 

A  Romantic  Getaway.  Includes  two  nights'  accommodations  in  a 
fireplace  room  or  suite,  dinner  one  evening  at  Mezze,  Williamstown's 
premier  restaurant,  a  full  breakfast  each  morning  in  our  dining 
room,  two  one-hour  massage  sessions  in  your  room  or  suite,  a 
dozen  long  stem  roses,  and  box  of  homemade  chocolate  truffles. 
COST:  $795  to  $895  for  two,  taxes  and  meal  gratuities  included. 

Trustees'  members  receive  a  $50  discount  off  the  package 
price.  Packages  are  available  year-round  and  are  subject  to 
availability — please  inquire  when  making  reservations.  Some 
restricted  dates  apply. 

For  gift  certificates,  reservations  or  more  information, 
contact  The  Guest  House  at  Field  Farm  at  413/458-3135, 
guesthouseatfieldfarm@ttor.org,  or  visit 
www.guesthouseatfieldfarm.org 


THE  PERFECT  GIFT— AN  ESCAPE  TO 
THE  INN  AT  CASTLE  HILL 

This  holiday  give  your  friends  and  family  something  they'll 
remember  forever — an  escape  to  The  Inn  at  Castle  Hill  in 
Ipswich.  Gift  certificates  for  several  packages  are  available: 

A  Night  at  the  Inn  and  Romantic  Dinner  for  Two.  Includes 
room,  dinner  for  two  in  our  dining  room,  afternoon  tea,  and 
continental  breakfast.  RATES:  From  $270  to  $585,  taxes  and 
service  fees  included. 

A  Night  of  Romance  and  Seclusion.  Includes  room,  dinner  for 
two  in  our  dining  room,  bottle  of  champagne  upon  arrival, 
flowers  in  the  room,  in-room  massage  for  two,  full  breakfast, 
and  all  taxes  and  fees.  RATES:  From  $390  to  $675,  taxes  and 
service  fees  included. 

Dinner  in  the  Tavern  with  our  Guest  Chef  Series.  Dinner  for  two  in 
the  Tavern  as  part  of  our  Guest  Chef  Series,  bringing  chefs  from 
Boston's  best  restaurants  to  the  Inn  at  Castle  Hill.  COST:  $187.50, 
taxes  and  service  fees  included.  Dinner  with  wine  pairing  costs 
$312.50  for  two,  taxes  and  service  fees  included. 

For  gift  certificates,  reservations  or  more  information,  contact 
The  Inn  at  Castle  Hill  at  978/4 1 2-2555,  theinn@ttor.org,  or  visit 
www.craneestate.org 


PAKI NLKSHIPS 

TTOR  Receives  Equipment  Grant 
for  Education 

The  Trustees  of  Reservations  received  a  $5,000  grant  from 
outdoor  gear  retailer  REI,  which  was  presented  at  the  Grand 
Opening  of  REI's  newest  store  in  Hingham  on  August  26. 

A  variety  of  REI-branded  outdoor  gear  was  awarded  to  The 
Trustees  of  Reservations  education  program,  ranging  from  first 
aid  kits,  tents  and  sleeping  bags  to  waterproof  jackets  and 
portable  outdoor  shelters.  The  equipment  will  be  used  to  outfit 
visitors  and  staff  engaged  in  place-based  education  programs. 

"This  generous  grant  from  REI  will  help  us  develop  the  next 
generation  of  conservationists  as  our  educators  and  interpreters 
engage  thousands  of  visitors  of  all  ages  in  enjoyable,  useful  and 
stimulating  activities  on  our 
properties,"  said  Melanie 
Ingalls,  Director  of  Education 
and  Interpretation,  m 

Director  of  Education  and 
Interpretation  Melanie  Ingalls, 
staff  educators  and  friends, 
receive  part  of  a  $5,000 
equipment  grant  from  REI. 

 ■  


GIVE  THE  GIFT 
OF  MEMBERSHIP 


A  Trustees  of  Reservations  membership  is  the  perfect  gift  for 
all  the  special  people  on  your  holiday  list!  And  ordering  your  gift 
membership  is  fast,  easy,  and  stress-free.  Just  call  978/921-1944 
(Monday-Friday  9am  -  4pm)  and  we'll  be  happy  to  help  with  your 
order.  Each  membership  includes  a  copy  of  the  Property  Guide, 
membership  card,  window  decal,  current  issue  of  Special  Places,  and 
a  note  card  with  your  personalized  holiday  greeting.  As  the  holiday 
season  fast  approaches,  remember  the  natural  gift — 
membership  in  The  Trustees  of  Reservations. 

To  order,  please  call  978/921-1944 

Gift  membership  packet  is  sent  within  2  weeks  of  payment. 
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LAND  CONSbKVAl  ION 


News  From  Around 
the  State 


Conservation  Restrictions 

DEVENS  CONSERVATION 
RESTRICTION  HARVARD 

The  Trustees  recently  accepted  a  conser- 
vation restriction  from  the  Commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts  and  the  towns  of 
Harvard,  Shirley,  and  Ayer  on  two  parcels 
of  land  in  the  former  Fort  Devens.  The 
Mirror  Lake  and  Esker  conservation 
restrictions  will  permanently  preserve 
a  combined  186  acres,  including  kettle 
hole  ponds  that  serve  as  a  popular 
swimming  and  recreation  area,  extensive 
woodlands,  and  a  wonderful  example  of 
a  glacial  esker  (a  long,  narrow  ridge  of 
gravel  deposited  by  a  stream  flowing 
under  a  melting  glacial  ice  sheet).  Both 
parcels  are  links  in  a  planned  recreational 
trail  network  that  will  connect  Devens  to 
nearby  towns. 


LA  FARGE TUCKERNUCK TRUST 
CONSERVATION  RESTRICTIONS 

NANTUCKET 

In  1977  The  Trustees  accepted  30-year 
conservation  restrictions  on  two  parcels 
of  land  from  the  LaFarge  family  on 
Tuckernuck  Island  located  3  miles  west 
of  Nantucket.  Now,  as  these  restrictions 
are  about  to  expire,  the  LaFarge  family 
has  made  another,  even  more  generous 
commitment  to  conserving  this  beautiful 
island  by  donating  permanent  conser- 
vation restrictions  on  their  combined 
102  acres  of  land.  With  the  leadership 
of  Sita  LaFarge  Culman  and  Andrew  L. 
Nichols,  trustees  of  the  LaFarge 
Tuckernuck  Trust,  all  21  shareholders  of 
the  family  trust  voted  to  make  this  gift 
and  protect  a  legacy  that  has  been  in  their 
family  for  four  generations. 

The  two  parcels  on  the  northeast  and 
southeast  corners  of  Tuckernuck  Island 
contain  truly  exceptional  landscapes. 
The  properties  include  some  of  the  most 
important  and  threatened  wildlife 
habitats  in  the  Commonwealth  including 
sandplain  grasslands  and  heathlands. 
These  natural  areas  are  home  to,  among 
other  species,  the  rare  Short-eared  owl 
and  Northern  Harrier.  The  scenic  beauty 
of  the  property  will  also  be  preserved, 
including  almost  three  miles  of  shoreline 
on  Nantucket  Sound. 

The  project  serves  as  an  example  of 
the  increasing  challenge  of  conserving 
land  as  it  passes  from  generation  to 


generation.  As  the  number  of  family 
members  with  an  interest  in  the 
property  grows,  it  becomes  more 
challenging  to  reach  a  consensus 
on  what  to  do  with  the  land.  In  this 
case,  thanks  to  the  commitment  of 
the  entire  LaFarge  family,  this 
special  place  will  be  permanently 
preserved  and  carefully  managed. 

Assist  Project 

LUBELCZYK  PROPERTY 

BARRE 

The  Trustees  of  Reservations  recently 
assisted  the  East  Quabbin  Land  Trust 
(EQLT)  and  Mass.  Division  of 
Fisheries  and  Wildlife  (DFW)  to 
acquire  and  permanently  protect  an 
exceptional  241 -acre  landscape  in 
Barre.  The  Lubelczyk  property  was 
the  largest  project  that  the  Executive 
Office  of  Environmental  Affairs 
supported  last  fiscal  year  through 
DFW.  This  property  will  be  added 
to  the  Raccoon  Brook  Wildlife 
Management  Area  and  abuts  the 
Stelmokas  Conservation  Restriction 
held  by  The  Trustees.  The  Trustees 
provided  bridge  financing  and  a 
contribution  toward  the  purchase 
price,  thereby  helping  to  preserve 
valuable  wildlife  habitat  and  publicly 
accessible  open  space,  as  well  as 
adding  a  critical  connection  to  a 
network  of  existing  protected  lands.  ■ 
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Message  from  the  Executive  Director 

THE  TRUSTEES  OF  RESERVATIONS  HAS  ALWAYS  FAVORED  A  HILLTOP  VIEW  OF  THE  FUTURE — 
TAKING  IN  ALL  THE  CHALLENGES  AND  OPPORTUNITIES  BEFORE  US,  WHILE  KEEPING  OUR  EYE 
ON  THE  HIGH  HORIZON  OF  WHAT  WE  HOPE  TO  ACHIEVE. 


This  year,  the  view  was  spectacular.  More 
than  ever,  we  worked  with  partners  across 
the  state  to  bring  hundreds  of  acres  under 
permanent  protection — 1,783  to  be  exact. 
We  also  made  great  progress  toward  the 
acquisition  of  new  reservations:  Eastover 
Farm,  Moose  Hill  Farm,  Signal  Hill,  and 
the  Baker  property. 


Putnam  Conservation  Institute,  that  will 
help  us  contribute  to  conservation  victories 
across  Massachusetts,  and  develop  the 
strength  and  potential  of  the  state's  entire 
conservation  community.  In  terms  of 
protecting  our  state's  remaining  natural  and 
cultural  treasures,  the  next  ten  years  will 
be  critical. 


A  Eastover  Farm,  Rochester  and 
Marion.  Adorned  by  distinctive 
stone  walls,  protecting  this  800- 
acre  heritage  landscape  of  south- 
eastern Massachusetts  is  an 
ambitious  partnership  of  The 
Trustees,  the  Towns  of  Rochester 
and  Marion,  state  agencies,  the 
Rochester  Land  Trust,  and 
Sippican  Lands  Trust  to  protect 
this  irreplaceable  assemblage  of 
history,  scenic  grandeur,  working 
farm,  and  natural  habitat. 


We  continued  The  Trustees  Cycle  of 
Conservation  by  taking  exemplary  care  of 
our  existing  94  reservations.  Among  other 
accomplishments,  we  opened  a  new  reserva- 
tion at  Copicut  Woods — a  gateway  to 
the  13,600-acre  Southeastern  Massachusetts 
Bioreserve — and  finished  construction  on 
the  Doyle  Conservation  Center,  our  new 
state-of-the-art  "green"  building. 

But  perhaps  more  important,  we  continued 
to  build  momentum  for  the  future — we 
launched   key    initiatives,    including  the 


As  always,  however,  the  distance  we  can 
travel  depends  absolutely  on  the  insight, 
imagination,  generosity  and  goodwill  of  our 
many  friends,  members,  volunteers,  and 
supporters.  I  hope  you  find  in  these  pages  a 
satisfying  picture  of  an  organization  that 
achieved  great  things  in  2004  and  is  posi- 
tioning itself  to  do  even  more  in  the  future. 


Andrew  W.  Kendall 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR 
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Accelerating  Land  Conservation 

IT'S  AN  ODD  TRICK  ABOUT  BIG  THINGS  IN  NATURE — A  SMOOTH  SWEEP  OF  BEACH,  AN  UNSPOILED  HILLSIDE,  A  VERY  OLD  TREE: 
THEY  FEEL  SOMEHOW  INVULNERABLE,  YET  OF  COURSE  THEY  ARE  ANYTHING  BUT.  AS  THE  GREAT  AXE  OF  DEVELOPMENT  SWINGS 
FASTER  AND  FASTER  ACROSS  MASSACHUSETTS,  WE  MUST  MOVE  EVEN  FASTER  OURSELVES. 


Today,  the  Trustees  are  pursuing 
new  strategies  to  magnify  our  effec- 
tiveness in  saving  special  places.  We 
continue  to  work  aggressively  to 
acquire  new  reservations  and  extend 
existing  ones,  and  we  plan  to  accel- 
erate those  efforts  significantly  in 
coming  years,  with  a  strategic  focus 
on  "landscape-scale"  projects — 
opportunities  to  acquire  or  expand 
on  reservations  that  are  part  of  a 
landscape  of  1,000  acres  or  more. 


During  the  fiscal  year  ending 
March  31,  2004,  The  Trustees  of 
Reservations  protected  or  assisted 
in  the  protection  of  25  properties, 
involving  1,783  acres  of  land. 
Specifically,  this  year  our  efforts 
resulted  in  four  additions  to  reser- 
vations (27  acres),  13  conservation 
restrictions  (889  acres),  and  9  con- 
servation assistance  projects  (867 
acres).  Over  the  past  five  years,  The 
Trustees  has  protected  or  assisted  in 
the  protection  of  83  properties, 
involving  12,986  acres. 


Providing  Exemplary  Stewardship 

FOR  THE  TRUSTEES,  STEWARDSHIP  MEANS  THAT  WHAT  OUR  VISITORS  REMEMBER  IS  AN  EXHILARATING  VIEW,  THE  SCENT  OF  A 
MEADOW,  THE  SERENADE  OF  A  BOBOLINK,  BUT  NOT  A  TRASHY  PARKING  LOT  OR  A  CRUMBLING  TRAIL.  STEWARDSHIP  MEANS  THAT 
STEPPING  INTO  OUR  HISTORIC  HOUSES,  YOU  FEEL  THE  ORIGINAL  OWNERS  WILL  BE  RIGHT  BACK. 


It  means  that  you  are  right  at  home 
on  our  reservations — and  so  are  the 
animals  who  live  there.  It  means 
that,  as  often  as  possible,  your  visit 
starts  and  ends  with  a  cheerful 
greeting  from  uniformed  Trustees 
staff.  Ultimately,  stewardship  means 
that  when  we  open  a  new  reserva- 
tion, as  we  did  this  year  at  Copicut 
Woods,  the  community  knows  it  is 
receiving  a  treasure  that  will  never 
lose  its  luster. 

This  year,  to  support  our  steward- 
ship efforts,  we  took  the  important 
step  of  creating  a  strategic  plan  for 


our  field  operations,  CONSERVATION 
IN  ACTION,  to  do  an  even  better  job 
of  protecting  rare  resources;  make 
our  reservations  safer,  more  beauti- 
ful, more  accessible,  more  welcom- 
ing, and  more  educationally  rich  for 
our  visitors;  and  better  engage  the 
talents  and  energies  of  our  volun- 
teers. In  short,  the  plan  gives  us  an 
opportunity  to  create  a  national 
model  of  leadership  and  profession- 
alism in  the  stewardship  of  historic, 
ecological  and  scenic  resources. 
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Engaging  Tomorrow's 
Conservationists 

BECAUSE  WE  WELCOME  THE  PUBLIC  TO  OUR  RESERVATIONS,  WE 
HAVE  ALWAYS  BEEN  INCIDENTAL  EDUCATORS,  HELPING  VISITORS 
APPRECIATE  OUR  SHARED  NATURAL  AND  CULTURAL  TREASURES 
AND  UNDERSTAND  THEIR  ROLE  IN  PRESERVING  THEM. 

But  today,  we  are  launching  an  exciting  new  effort  to  make  edu- 
cation a  leading  theme  in  everything  we  do.  This  year,  we  hired 
our  first  Director  of  Education  &  Interpretation,  Melanie  Ingalls 
(pictured  above),  who  brings  extensive  experience  in  creating 
successful  "place-based"  education  programs  that  help  children 
and  adults  alike  to  reconnect  to  our  natural  world.  In  the  next 
few  years,  we  plan  to  expand  the  range  and  scope  of  our  educa- 
tion efforts  dramatically  across  the  state — especially  in  urban 
areas — as  we  seek  to  inspire  a  new  generation  of  conservationists. 

Across  Massachusetts,  14,500  people  participated  in  the  633 
programs  presented  by  our  staff  educators  and  interpreters. 
As  we  expand  and  enrich  our  programming,  attendance 
will  increase  and  we  believe  participants  will  become  return 
visitors,  loyal  stewards  of  our  natural  and  cultural  treasures, 
and  members. 


Celebrating  the  People 
Behind  The  Trustees 

FOR  THE  TRUSTEES,  SAVING  SPECIAL  PLACES  IS  A  FOR-PEOPLE, 
BY-PEOPLE  PROPOSITION.  OUR  ABILITY  TO  PRESERVE  THE 
BEAUTY,  ECOLOGICAL  VITALITY,  AND  HISTORIC  VALUE  OF  OUR 
RESERVATIONS  WHILE  WELCOMING  A  MILLION  VISITORS  A 
YEAR  IS  A  BALANCING  ACT — ONE  WE  CAN  ONLY  MAINTAIN 
THROUGH  THE  VISION,  EFFORT,  AND  ENTHUSIASM  OF  OUR 
STAFF,  OUR  VOLUNTEERS,  OUR  BOARD  MEMBERS,  COMMITTEE 
MEMBERS,  AND  OUR  VISITORS  THEMSELVES. 

By  definition,  everything  our  volunteers  do  is  beyond  the  call  of 
duty.  Without  their  help,  we  would  be  a  fraction  of  ourselves. 
Our  volunteers  bring  us  ideas,  skills,  contacts,  energy,  inspira- 
tion and  the  fresh  experience  of  end-users;  they  take  home  the 
sense  of  having  done  work  together  that  was  very  much  worth 
doing.  And  they  tell  us — by  their  enthusiasm  and  dedication — 
that  we  cannot  ever  lose  sight  of  our  mission. 

For  The  Trustees  of  Reservations,  membership  support  is  espe- 
cially critical,  providing  vital  funds  that  allow  us  to  care  for  and 
protect  the  94  beautiful  properties  entrusted  to  us,  to  educate 
and  inspire  future  generations  of  conservationists,  and  to  seize 
new  opportunities  to  protect  still  more  of  this  state's  natural  and 
cultural  treasures — for  everyone,  for  ever.  To  each  and  every 
member,  thank  you  for  your  loyal  and  generous  support,  now 
and  in  the  future. 

The  giving  societies  honor  those  individuals,  foundations,  com- 
panies, and  institutions  that  provide  leadership  levels  of  annual 
giving  to  The  Trustees  of  Reservations.  It  is  true  that  without 
their  generosity,  we  could  not  meet  the  challenges  of  our  future. 
The  Governing  Board  and  staff  of  The  Trustees  extend  our  deep- 
est gratitude  to  members  of  THE  CHARLES  ELIOT  SOCIETY  and 
THE  1891  society.  The  extraordinary  generosity  of  our  giving 
society  members  and  their  ongoing  commitment  to  leadership 
levels  of  annual  giving  have  led  to  record-breaking  annual 
support  during  Fiscal  Year  2004. 


Gift  Income 


FY  2004 


Amount 

Donors 

Amount** 

Donors 

Contributions 

$  1,961 

5,186 

$  1,904 

4,048 

Membership 

2.423 

38,541 

2,215 

35,547 

Gifts  &  Pledges  for  Special  Purposes" 

7.440 

1,965 

8,504 

2,534 

TOTAL 

$1 1,824 

45,697 

$12,923 

42,129 

Gifts  &  Pledges  for  Special  Purposes  (endowment,  land  acquisition,  and  reservation  capital 
improvement  projects)  are  not  reflected  in  the  Financial  Report  on  the  back  page  of  this  report 

In  Thousands  of  Dollars. 


Financial  Report 


The  amount  of  support  from  endowment  for  the 
operating  budget  is  determined  by  apply  ing  a  5% 
spending  rate  to  the  marker  value  of  investments 
at  the  end  of  each  of  the  1 2  trailing  quarters.  The 
bear  market  of  recent  years  continues  to  con- 
strain the  growth  in  this  source  of  revenues. 
Future  market  performance  will  determine  the 
amount  of  operating  support  from  endowment. 
Under  the  guidance  of  our  investment  managers, 
the  endowment  portfolio"  aninaiiiMMiari—4'rrf* 


FISCAL  2004  INCOME 
Property  &  Other  Revenues    36%  % 
Operating  Support  from  Endowment    32%  • 


During  Fiscal  2004,  while  the  economy  made  an 
upward  turn,  the  rain  returned  as  well  to  put  a 
damper  on  the  prime  summer  visitation  season.  In 
spite  of  the  inclement  weather,  the  fiscal  year 
ended  successfully  with  a  $265  thousand  surplus 
from  operations. 


lion,  while  operating  expenses  were  up  5%  to 
$13.4  million.  Membership  revenues  grew  by  an 
impressive  9%,  largely  due  to  the  ongoing  com- 
mitment ro  visitor  experience  and  interaction  at 

the  property  level.  Member  perquisires_and  other 

services  were  important  factors  in  atrractiniP^H 

members  and  maintaining  a  favorable  75%  mem- 
ber retention  rate.  Growth  in  our  membership  was 
responsible  for  over  one-half  of  the  growth  in 
overall  revenues.  Additionally,  support  of  our 
annual  appeal,  particularly  within  our  giving  soci- 
eties, was  at  near-record  levels. 


FISCAL  2004  EXPENSES 
Program  Services    82%  • 
General  &  Adminstrative     8  % 

Development     7  %  # 
Membership     3  % 


Operating  expenditures  increased  by  $623  t..„. 
sand,  with  63%  of  the  new  spending  benefiting  pro 
gram  services  that  overall  received  82%  of  every 
dollar  spent.  Education  programs,  expanding  under 
the  guidance  of  the  new  Director  of  Education  & 


interpretation,  saw  tne  largest  relative  increase  in 
funding.  Development  and  Membership  expenses 
grew  by  21%  and  14%  respectively  as  the  organi- 
zation invests  in  the  two  revenue  sources  that  show  the 
greatest  promise  for  sustained  growth  as  more  mem- 
bers and  supporters  become  involved  in  our  programs. 


the  organization.  We  look  forward  to  "~Fisc~at^fe 
2005  in  sound  financial  condition. 

Charles  Kane  -  '~*lii~^^<~~H 


Operating  Results  a 


IN  THOUSANDS  OF  DOLLARS 


Income 

Property  &  Other  Revenues 
Operating  Support  from  Endowment 
Membership 
Contributions 

TOTAL  INCOME 

Expenses 

PROGRAM  SERVICES: 
Field  Operations 
Land  Conservation 
Resource  Stewardship 
Education 

TOTAL  PROGRAM  SERVICES 

SUPPORTING  SERVICES: 
General  &  Administrative 
Development 
Membership 

TOTAL  SUPPORTING  SERVICES 
TOTAL  EXPENSES 


FY  2004 

FY  2003 

CHANGE 

$  4.879 

$  4,808 

$  71 

1% 

4,416 

4,331 

85 

2% 

2,423 

2,215 

208 

9% 

1,961 

1,904 

57 

3% 

$  13,679 

$13,258 

$  421 

3% 

8.710 

8,467 

243 

3% 

1,143 

1,057 

86 

8% 

950 

962 

(12) 

(1%) 

228 

155 

73 

47% 

1 1.031 

0,64  1 

390 

4% 

1,041 

1,019 

22 

2% 

936 

775 

161 

21% 

406 

356 

50 

14% 

2,383 

2,150 

233 

1  1% 

13,414 

1 2,79 1 

623 

5% 

$  26S 

$  467 

$  (202) 

(43%) 

Utilization  of  Net  Surplus  from  Operations 


IN  THOUSANDS  OF  DOLLARS 

Deferred  Maintenance  Projects 

Land  Conservation  Projects  and 
Other  Trustees  2000  Strategic  Initiatives 

TOTAL  UTILIZATION  OF 

NET  SURPLUS  FROM  OPERATIONS 


FY  2004 


$  201 


64 


$  265 


FY  2003 


$  320 


147 


$  467 


Endowment  Market  Value 


FN  TFIOUSANDS  OF  DOLLARS 


Beginning  Balance 
Contributions /Other  Changes,  net 
Net  Unrealized/Realized  Gains  (Losses) 
Net  of  Spending  Rate  Transfer 

TOTAL  ENDOWMENT 


FY  2004 

$  71,654 
2,348 

12,210 
$  86,212 


FY  2003 

$82,640 
4,261 

(15,247) 
$71,654 


NOTE  The  amounts  above  reflect  all  endowment  funds  (permanent  and  board-designated) 
including  the  E>udd  Trusts.  Copies  of  the  audited  financial  statements  are  available  upon  request 


Four  generations  of  the  Lyman  family  helped 
celebrate  the  dedication  of  the  Theodore 
Lyman  Reserve,  (l-r)  Jennifer  B.Vanech  with 
Nathan  Vanech,  Jane  L.  Bihldorff  with 
Madeline  Vanech,  Elizabeth  Lyman,  Jane  C. 
Lyman  cutting  the  ribbon  to  the  beach  trail 
Lyman,  and  Ted  Lyman. 


Theodore  Lyman  Reserve  Opens  to  the  Public! 


It  was  a  family  affair  at  Red  Brook 
in  late  September  as  four  generations 
of  Lymans  helped  The  Trustees 
celebrate  the  opening  of  the  210-acre 
Theodore  Lyman  Reserve  located  in 
Bourne,  Plymouth  and  Wareham. 

Under  a  bright  blue  sky,  Director 
of  Field  Operations  Tom  Foster 
presided  over  a  ceremony  attended 
by  more  than  150  friends  and  guests. 
With  emotion  and  humor,  Russell 
Lyman  and  Jane  Lyman  Bihldorff 
reminisced  about  growing  up  at  Red 
Brook.  Charles  Gauvin,  Trout 
Unlimited's  president,  called  the  event 
a  milestone  as  he  traced  his  own 
involvement  with  the  Red  Brook 
Reserve  Project  back  to  the  very  first 
conservation  discussions  held  in  1988. 
Steve  Hurley  and  Russ  Cookingham, 
both  representing  Mass.  Division  of 
Fisheries  and  Wildlife,  spoke  of  their 
long  tenure  assisting  the  family  with 
land  and  brook  stewardship.  The 
ceremony  ended  with  a  ribbon  cutting 
at  the  head  of  the  trail  leading  to 
Buttermilk  Bay. 

The  Lyman  Reserve  is  open  to 
the  public  for  catch  and  release  trout 
fishing,  hiking  and  other  recreational 
pursuits.  For  more  info:  508/679-2115, 
email  southcoast@ttor.org,  or  visit 
www.thetrustees.org. 


LYMAN  RESERVE   }{i 

BOURNE,  PLYMOUTH  .* 
&  WAREHAM 


Visit  the  Lyman 
Reserve  year- 
round,  daily 
sunrise  to  sunset. 
Free  to  all! 


TRAVEL  DIRECTIONS: 
From  Route  25,  get  off  at  exit  2  (to 
Buzzards  Bay,  Bourne)  just  north  of  the 
Bourne  Bridge  on  the  Cape  Cod  Canal. 
Bear  right  off  ramp  and  take  an  immediate 
right  onto  Head  of  the  Bay  Road.  Follow 
for  approximately  three  miles  around  the 
eastern  and  northern  shores  of  Buttermilk 
Bay.  Parking  lot  entrance  is  about  250  feet 
beyond  Packard  Street  on  right.  ■ 


conservation  count 

ACREAGE 
PROTECTED 

LAND 
OWNED 

95  reservations 

23,687 

LAND 
UNDER  CR 

228  parcels 

15,092 

ASSISTS* 

97  projects 

14,890 

(as  of  10/21/04) 

TOTAL 

53,669 

PUB 

uc 

— \SSl 

*  Assists  include  land  protected  with  or  for  The  Trustees' 
partners  as  well  as  lands  owned  in  fee  by  MLCT.  This  total 
may  decline  from  time  to  time  when  certain  MLCT  properties 
are  re-categorized  as  Trustees'  properties  or  CRs. 


On  August  12,  Governor  Romney  issued 
the  long-awaited  announcement  of  the 
allocation  of  the  FY  2005  bond  cap  for 
state  land  conservation  activities.  This 
year's  commitment  of  $31.1  million  is 
a  significant  increase  from  the  2004 
investment  of  $18  million. The  Trustees 
is  pleased  by  this  upward  trend  in  state 
investment,  but  believes  that  additional 
public  investment  is  needed  to  counter- 
balance the  pace  of  fragmentation  and 
development  of  sensitive  lands.The 
Trustees  is  also  concerned  that  little 
of  this  commitment  may  be  available 
for  protection  of  highly  scenic  and 
ecologically  significant  lands  in  central 
and  western  Massachusetts  beyond  the 
immediate  path  of  development. 

ALLOCATION  OF  THE  BOND  CAP  AMONG 
LAND  PROTECTION  PROGRAMS: 

$6.0M-  Self-Help 

$4.0M  -  Urban  Self-Help 

$8.5M  -  Agricultural  Preservation 
Restrictions 

$2.5M  -  Fish  and  Game  Department 

$2.0M  -  Conservation  and 

Recreation  Department 

('/2  TO  URBAN  PARKS) 

$3.2M  -  Municipal  Water  Supply 
Protection  Grants 
(new  program) 

$0.5M  -  EOEA  Conservation 
Partnership  Grants 

$0.4M  -  Other  EOEA 

$4.0M  -  Mass.  Water  Resources 

Commission  land  acquisition 
(NOT  FUNDED  FROM  THE 
"ENVIRONMENTAL  BOND.") 

With  the  exception  of  the  MWRC  funds 
and  a  portion  of  the  APR  funds,  proposals 
for  commitment  of  these  allocations  will 
be  judged  by  a  "Smart  Growth"  rating 
system  developed  by  the  Office  of 
Commonwealth  Development,  intended 
to  direct  state  capital  expenditures  to 
municipalities  which  have  initiated  other 
programs  consistent  with  the  Governor's 
Smart  Growth  criteria. 


WINTER  EVENTS! 

JANUARY   THROUGH    MARCH  2005 

^7  lL°^J""Ln„"  ™L     SEARCH  FOR  EVENTS  ONLINE— VISIT  WWW.THETRUSTEES.ORG! 

\f       that  offer  volunteer  opportunities! 


CAPE  COD  & 
THE  ISLANDS 

SPECIAL  PLACES  ON 
MARTHA'S  VINEYARD 

Sunday,  January  23  |   I -3pm 

SQUIBNOCKET  POINT 
CONSERVATION  RESTRICTION 

CHILMARK  508/693-7662 
Sunday,  February  27  |  I-3pm 

NORTH  SHORE 
CONSERVATION  RESTRICTION 

CHILMARK  508/693-7662 

Walk  rarely  seen  Vineyard  properties 
protected  by  conservation  or  agricul- 
tural restrictions.  Pre-registration  required; 
limited  space.  Members  only:  FREE. 

CENTRAL 
REGION 

Saturday,  January  29  |  I2noon-4pm 
snow  date:  February  5 

PEAKED  MOUNTAIN 
WINTER  CARNIVAL 

PEAKED  MOUNTAIN.  MONSON 
978/248-9455 

Join  us  for  the  annual  Winter  Carnival 
at  the  Miller  Forest  Tract.  The  re  will  be 
snowshoemg,  a  bonfire  for  hot  dogs  and 
marshmallows,  and  more!. 
Pre-registration  required. 
FREE  to  all,  donations  welcome. 


v 


GREATER 
BOSTON 

Sunday,  January  23  |  6-7:30pm 
Wednesday,  February  23  |  6-7:30pm 

WINTER  WONDERLAND 
BY  MOONLIGHT 

BIRD  PARK.  EAST  WALPOLE  508/668-6136 

Explore  Bird  Park  in  harsh  winter  when 
the  animals  and  plants  adapt  to  the  season. 
Bring  your  snowshoes!  Hot  beverages 
to  follow  as  we  share  our  observations. 
Pre-registration  required.  FREE  to  all. 


Wednesday,  January  5  |  7-9pm 
Wednesday,  February  2  |  7-9pm 
Wednesday,  March  2  |  7-9PM 

BOOKS  &  BABBLE 

THE  OLD  MANSE.  CONCORD  508/369-3909 

Join  us  for  a  lively  book  discussion  in 
the  Manse's  kitchen  on  nineteenth- 
century  works  of  fiction.  Pre-registration 
required.  Members:  adult  FREE. 
Nonmembers:  adult  $6. 

Sunday,  February  13  |  2-4pm 

WINTERTUNES 

THE  OLD  MANSE,  CONCORD  508/369-3909 

Celebrate  the  completion  of  the 
conservation  of  our  Steinway 
cross-strung  piano  with  an  afternoon 
concert  of  intimate  music.  Not 
recommended  for  young  children. 
Pre-registration  required.  Members. 
adult  $  1 0.  Nonmembers:  adult  $  1 5. 

Date  &  Time  TBD  |  please  call 

AUTHOR  SERIES  AT 
THE  OLD  MANSE 

THE  OLD  MANSE,  CONCORD  508/369-3909 

Featured  authors  will  talk  about  their 
books  and  offer  signed  copies  for  sale. 
More  details  to  come.  Pre-registration 
required.  Members:  adult  FREE. 
Nonmembers:  adult  $6. 

NORTHEAST 
REGION 

January  through  March 

GUEST  CHEF  SERIES 

THE  INN  AT  CASTLE  HILL.THE  CRANE 
ESTATE.  IPSWICH  978/412-2555 

We  are  proud  to  announce  our 
second  annual  series  and  our  new 
partnership  with  Slow  Food  an 
organization  that  supports  the 
consumption  of  seasonal,  local  foods. 
The  chefs  in  this  year's  line-up  believe 
in  the  philosophy  of  Slow  Food  and 
use  ingredients  in  their  menus  that 
support  local  farms.  Please  call  for 
series  dates.  Reservations  required; 
limited  space.  4-course  prix  fixe  menu 
$75  per  person. 


Sunday,  January  2  |   I -3  pm 
Sunday,  February  6  |  I-3pm 
Sunday,  March  6  |  I-3pm 

WINTER  WILDLIFE 
WALKS  AT  THE  BEACH 

CRANE  BEACH, THE  CRANE  ESTATE. 
IPSWICH  978/356-4351 

Explore  the  varied  habrtats  and  wildlife  at 
Castle  Neck  Bring  binoculars.  Recom- 
mended for  adults  and  children  over  1 2. 
Meet  at  Castle  Hill  Great  House  Gate. 
Pre-registration  required.  Members: 
FREE.  Nonmembers:  adult  $  1 0. 

Saturday, January  15  |  9-1  Iam 

WINTER  WALK 

APPLETON  FARMS, 
IPSWICH/HAMILTON  978/356-5728 

Explore  the  seasonal  treasures  while 
walking  (or  skiing  if  snow)  in  the 
winter  woods  of  the  grass  rides.  Meet 
at  Highland  Street  parking  area.  Pre- 
registration  required.  Members.  FREE 
Nonmembers:  adult  $  1 0. 

Saturday, January  29  |  8-IOam 

OWL  PROWL 

APPLETON  FARMS. 
IPSWICH/HAMILTON  978/356-5728 

Walk  the  grass  rides  to  listen  and 
watch  for  owls,  wintering  birds  and 
other  wildlife.  Meet  at  Highland  Street 
parking  area.  Recommended  for 
families.  Pre-registration  required. 
Members:  FREE  Nonmembers:  adult  $  1 0. 

Saturday,  February  5  |  I  2noon-3pm 

X-C  SKI  GRASS  RIDES 

APPLETON  FARMS, 
IPSWICH/HAMILTON  978/356-5728 

Nordic  skiing  (or  hiking  if  no  snow)  with 
a  naturalist  guide.  Meet  at  Highland  St 
parking  area  Recommended  for  adults 
and  children  over  1 2  with  your  skis  (or 
hiking  boots).  Pre-registration  required. 
Members:  FREE  Nonmembers:  adult  $  1 0. 

Saturday,  February  12  |  7-9pm 

STARGAZING 

CRANE  BEACH, THE  CRANE  ESTATE, 
IPSWICH  978/356-4351 


View  the  year's  bnghtest  stars  in  the  clear 
night  sky.  Clouds,  rain,  snow  or  high  winds 
cancel.  Binoculars  needed.  Recommended 
for  families.  Meet  at  the  Beach  gate 
house.  Pre-registration  required. 
/Members:  adult  $5.  Nonmembers:  adult  $  1 0. 

Friday,  February  25  |  I0am-I2noon 

FARMSTEAD  FAMILY 
ADVENTURE 

APPLETON  FARMS, 
IPSWICH/HAMILTON  978/356-5728 

Have  fun  walking  the  farmstead  while 
learning  about  the  farm.  More  than  a 
guided  tour — get  a  prize  wehn  you  are 
done!  Recommended  for  families.  Pre- 
registration  required.  Members:  FREE. 
Nonmembers:  adult  $  1 0. 

Tuesday,  March  I  |  I  I  :30am- I  pm 

VOLUNTEER  INFO 

CRANE  BEACH, THE  CRANE  ESTATE, 
IPSWICH  978/356-4351 

Are  you  enthusiastic  about  our  scenic 
treasures,  historic  resources,  and  cultural 
landscapes?  This  is  your  chance  to  find 
out  how  you  can  share  your  enthusiasm! 
Meet  at  the  Great  House, 
Castle  Hill.  Pre-regis- 
tration required.  FREE  to  all. 


Saturday,  March  12  |  6-9pm 

TASTE  OF  ELEGANCE: 
FOOD  &WINETASTING 

CASTLE  HILL.THE  CRANE  ESTATE. 
IPSWICH  978/356-4351 

Indulge  in  an  evening  of  palate-pleasing 
foods,  hors  d'oeuvres,  and  desserts  from 
the  area's  most  exquisite  caterers. 
Advance  ticket  purchase  recommended. 
Cost  includes  Estate  admission. 
Members:  $75.  Nonmembers:  $85. 

Saturday,  March  19  |  9-1  Iam 

SPRING  HIKE 

APPLETON  FARMS, 
IPSWICH/HAMILTON  978/356-5728 

join  us  for  an  informal,  brisk  hike 
around  the  Appleton  Farms  Grass 
Ride  trails.  Recommended  for  families. 
Meet  at  Highland  Street  parking  area. 
Registration  NOT  required.  FREE  to  all. 


Sunday,  March  20  |  7:30-9:30am 

MARSH  MEANDER 

CRANE  BEACH. THE  CRANE  ESTATE, 
IPSWICH  978/356-4351 

Meander  by  the  marsh  in  celebration 
of  the  vernal  equinox.  Meet  at  the  Inn 
at  Castle  Hill  gate.  Pre-registration 
required.  Members:  FREE.  Nonmembers: 
adult  $10. 

Friday,  March  25  |  6-8pm 

FULL  MOON  FORAY 

CRANE  BEACH. THE  CRANE  ESTATE, 
IPSWICH  978/356-4351 

Adventure  on  the  dune  trails  and  beach 
guided  by  the  light  of  the  rising  moon. 
Recommended  for  families.  Meet  at 
beach  gate  house.  Limited  to  1 5. 
Pre-registration  required.  Members: 
adult  $5.  Nonmembers:  adult  $  1 0. 

SOUTHEAST 
REGION 

Ongoing  all  winter  |  9—1  I  AM 

INTRODUCTION  TO 
X-COUNTRY  SKIING 

WORLD'S  END.  HINGHAM  781/740-4796 

Ranger  &  athletic  director  Gail  Parks 
will  introduce  beginners  the  basics  of 
x-c  skiing.  Pre-registration  required, 
will  call  when  there  is  enough  snow. 

Members:  FREE.  Nonmembers:  Admission 
to  World's  End. 

Date  to  be  announced  |  9-1  I  AM 

X-COUNTRY  SKIING 

SOUTHEASTERN  MASSACHUSETTS 
BIORESERVE,  FALL  RIVER  508/679-21  15 

Exact  date  dependant  on  snow 
conditions.  Info  on  ski  rentals  is 
available  upon  request.  Pre-registration 
required,  will  call  before  trip. 

FREE  to  all. 

Saturday, January  15  |  9am-I  Iam 

AMAZING 
ADAPTATIONS 

SOUTHEASTERN  MASSACHUSETTS 
BIORESERVE.  FALL  RIVER  508/679-21  15 

The  harsh  winter  presents  a  challenge 
to  plants  and  animals. Take  a  walk  to 
explore  the  amazing  adaptations  that 
help  living  things  survive  the  coldest 
months  of  the  year  Pre-registration 
required.  FREE  to  all. 


AFTERSCHOOL 
WINTER  WONDERS* 

AGES  6-9 

Tuesdays,  January  18  through 
February  15  |  3:30-5pm 

AGES  10-12 

Wednesdays,  January  19  through 
February  16  |  1:  10- 5pm 

TURKEY  HILL,  HINGHAM  781/740-4796 

Winter  doesn't  have  to  be  a  break 
from  outdoor  adventures!  Join  us  for  a 
5-week  program  of  outdoor  explor- 
ations and  learn  how  people  and 
animals  adapt  to  life  in  winter. 
Pre-registration  required. 
Members:  $30.  Nonmembers:  $45. 

*  Registration  /information  evening 
at  Hingham  Public  Library.Thursday, 
January  6,  6-7:30pm. 

Saturday,  February  5  |   I  0am 

WINTERTREES  OF 
WORLD'S  END 

WORLD'S  END,  HINGHAM  781/740-4796 

Join  Ranger  Ryland  Rogers  at  beautiful 
World's  End  to  unravel  the  mysteries 
of  winter  tree  identification  using  only 
clues  such  as  bark  buds  and  tree  shape. 
Please  pre-register.  Members:  FREE. 
Nonmembers:  Admission  to  World's  End. 

Sunday,  February  6  |  I-3pm 

CEDAR  SWAMP  WALK 

SOUTHEASTERN  MASSACHUSETTS 
BIORESERVE,  FALL  RIVER  508/679-21  15 

Get  outside  and  experience  the 
beauty  of  the  bioreserve's  Atlantic 
White  Cedar  swamps.  Pre-registration 
required.  FREE  to  all. 

Saturday,  February  19  |  9-1  Iam 

ANIMAL  TRACKING 

SOUTHEASTERN  MASSACHUSETTS 
BIORESERVE,  FALL  RIVER  508/679-21  15 

Learn  the  art  of  tracking  animals  with 
Bill  Sampson,  senior  keeper  at 
Buttonwood  park  Zoo.  Pre-registration 
required.  FREE  to  all. 

FEBRUARY  VACATION 
NATURE  PROGRAM* 

AGES  6^9 

February  22  -24    |  9am-I2noon 

TURKEY  HILL,  HINGHAM  781/740-4796 

Vacation  equals  exploration!  join  us  for 
a  program  of  outdoor  hikes  and  fun 
indoor  crafts  and  stories.  Pre-regis- 
tration required.  Members:  $30. 
Nonmembers:  $45. 

% Registration /information  evening 
at  Hingham  Public  Library.Thursday, 
January  6,  6-7.3GV/U. 


WESTERN 
REGION 

Sunday,  December  5  |  8am— 4pm 

SKI  SEASON  STARTS 
AT  NOTCHVIEW! 

NOTCHVIEW.  WINDSOR  413/684-0148 

Opening  for  early  season  skiing,  we 
offer  27km  of  trails  ( 1 7km  are 
groomed).  Enjoy  two  trail  shelters,  the 
Budd  Visitor  Center,  a  new  back- 
country  trail,  and  a  loop  for  skiing  with 
your  dog!  Snowshoe  rentals  available. 
Call  for  updated  ski  conditions  or  visit 
www.xcskimass.com.  Members:  FREE. 
Nonmembers:  adult  $  1 0,  child  $2. 

Call  for  dates  and  times 

WOMEN'S  NORDIC 
SKI  CLINICS 

NOTCHVIEW.  WINDSOR  413/684-0148 
JEAN  MANGAN  413/634-2123 

A  chance  for  women  to  improve  their 
skills  in  an  encouraging  environment. 
Advanced  beginner  through  inter- 
mediate. Limit  of  8  per  clinic.  Pre- 
registration  required.  Members:  $40. 
Nonmembers:  $50. 

Saturday,  December  1 1  | 
I 2noon-4pm 

NOTCHVIEW 
CHRISTMAS  TREE  SALE 

NOTCHVIEW.WINDSOR  413/684-0148 

A  great  selection  of  5'  and  6' 
organically-grown  fir,  spruce,  and 
Scotch  pine  Christmas  trees  for  sale. 
If  you  can't  make  it  on  that  day,  give 
us  a  call.  $20  each. 

Saturday,  January  8  and 
Monday,  February  2 1   |  7-9pm 

MOONLIGHT  SKIING 
AT  NOTCHVIEW 

NOTCHVIEW.WINDSOR  413/684-0148 

The  oldest  and  favorite  event  at 
Notchivew.  Discover  how  your 
favorite  trail  look  in  the  moonlight! 
Cider  and  popcorn  afterwards.  Members: 
FREE.  Nonmembers:  adult  $  1 0.  child  $2. 

Saturday,  January  8  |  9am-3pm 

WINTER  TRAILS  DAY 

NOTCHVIEW.WINDSOR  413/684-0148 

Get  out  to  exercise  in  the  beautiful 
winter  countryside.  Snowshoes  and 
trail  passes  will  be  available  for  free 
for  2-hour  periods.  Members:  FREE. 
Nonmembers:  FREE  for  2-hour  limit 
Quantities  of  snowshoes  are  limited. 


Sunday,  January  9  |  9am-3pm 

SKI  FEST  2005 

NOTCHVIEW.WINDSOR  413/684-0148 

This  international  Learn-to-Ski  day  is  a 
great  opportunity  to  get  a  free  lesson  in 
a  relaxed  atmosphere.  We  will  offer 
lessons,  a  waxing  clinic,  and  fun  activities. 
Ski  rentals  can  be  arranged.  Members: 
FREE.  Nonmembers:  adult  $  1 0,  child  $2 
(Includes  free  lessons  &  trail  pass). 

Saturday,  January  15  and 

February  5  |   I  0am 

(Dates  may  change,  please  call  ahead) 

NOTCHVIEW 
RACE  SERIES 

NOTCHVIEW.WINDSOR  413/684-0148 

1 0  km  freestyle  races.  Open  to  all.This 
is  a  group  of  low-key  races,  allowing  for 
some  excitement  and  a  chance  to  keep 
the  competitive  juices  flowing!  Members: 
FREE  Nonmembers:  adult  $  1 0,  child  $2. 

Sunday,  February  20  |  IPM-3pm 

LOST  BUT  NOW 
I'M  FOUND 

NOTCHVIEW.WINDSOR  413/684-0148 

Develop  your  map  and  compass  skills 
in  this  2-hour  workshop  in  the  field. 
Program  is  directed  to  adults  and 
teens.  Bring  compass  and  snowshoes. 
Pre-registration  required.  Members: 
FREE  Nonmembers:  adult  $  1 0. 

Saturday,  February  26  and 
Sunday,  February  27  |  All  day 

N.E.  BILL  KOCH 
LEAGUE  FESTIVAL 

NOTCHVIEW.WINDSOR  413/684-0148 

Notchview  hosts  this  youth  ski  event  for 
the  second  time  featunng  past  and  future 
Nordic  Olympians  and  youth  teams  (5- 
1 2  years  old)  from  all  over  New  England. 
Have  your  kids  join  the  local  Bill  Koch 
team  to  get  in  on  the  fun.  Sponsored  by 
both  Eastern  and  Western  Mass  Nordic 
Ski  Club.  For  details  visit  www.NENSAnet 
Pre-registration  required.  Fees  to  be 
determined. 

Saturday,  March  6  |  I  0am 

BREAD  N'  JAM 
SKI  RACE 

NOTCHVIEW.WINDSOR  413/684-0148 

The  1 8th  annual  1 0km  classical  style 
x-country  ski  race.  Home  baked 
goods  as  prizes.  Open  to  all.  Pre- 
registration  required.  Members:  FREE 
Nonmembers:  adult  $  1 0,  child  $2. 


ANNUAL  Mhb  I ING  2004 


On  October  2,  The  Trustees  held  its  1 13th  Annual  Meeting 
at  Noble  &  Greenough  School  in  Dedham.  More  than  200 
Corporate  Trustees  and  other  key  supporters  from  across  the 
state  were  in  attendance.  The  meeting  approved  an  expansion  of 
the  Corporate  Trustee  body  from  500  to  600  to  better  represent 
our  growing  membership.  The  meeting  was  part  of  the  Annual 
Fall  Weekend,  which  included  guided  tours  of  the  Charles  River 
and  Neponset  River  watersheds. 

Herbert  W.Vaughan  (below  left)  was  presented  the  Charles  Eliot 

Award,  the  highest  honor  The  Trustees  of  Reservations  confers, 
in  recognition  of  his  years  of  devoted  service  and  leadership 
support  of  educational  programming. 

The  Town  of  Rochester  represented  by 
(below  l-r),  Russ  Keeler,  Vice  President  of 
the  Rochester  Land  Trust,  Bradford 
Morse,  Selectman  and  Susan  Peterson, 

Clerk  of  the  Rochester  Land  Trust  with 
David  Croll,  Trustees'  Board  member 
from  Marion,  was  honored  as 
Conservationist  of  the  Year  in 

recognition  of  the  extraordinary  vote 
of  its  citizens 
to  authorize  a 
$1.7  million 
bond  to  aid 
in  the  preser- 
vation of 
Eastover  Farm. 


Will  Perkins, 
Rebecca  Gardner 
Campbell,  and 
Augusta  Stanislaw, 

(shown  on  right  l-r) 

were  honored  in  absentia  as  Volunteers 
of  the  Year  for  their  outstanding  service  to 
Castle  Hill  as  members  of  the  Collections 
and  Interiors  Committee. 

Ina  Drouin  (right),  Director  of  Annual 
Leadership  Giving,  was  honored  as  the 
2004  Employee  of  the  Year.  Whether 
helping  the  Conservation  Council  to 
organize  a  clambake  or  seeing  that  annual 
appeal  solicitation  letters  go  out  on  time, 
Ina  is  always  a  cheerful,  effective,  and  dedi 
cated  leader  of  her  annual  giving  team.  ■ 


►  RIGHT  Retiring  President  Janice  Hunt 
with  retiring  Chair  of  the  Chairman's 
Council  Al  Creighton. 

V  BELOW  Retiring  Board  and  Advisory 
Council  members  (l-r)  Hooker  Talcott, 
Peter  Madsen,  Bonnie  Akins,  Julia 
O'Brien,  and  Ned  Perry. 


OFFICERS  FOR  THE  YEAR* 

ADVISORY  COUNCIL* 

CORPORATE  TRUSTEES* 

F.  Sydney  Smithers  IV,  Chair 

Joseph  S.  Berman 

Eugene  E.  Record,  Jr. 

Joel  Alvord 

Robert  A.  Lockwood 

Lynn  W.  Lyford,  Vice  Chair 

James  L.  Bildner 

John  Ex  Rodgers 

Joseph  S.  Berman 

John  MacNeish 

Charles  F.  Kane,  Jr.,  Treasurer 

Rebecca  Gardner  Campbell 

Walter  R.  Silva 

Peter  Bovenzi 

Sara  Molyneaux 

Henry  S.  Reeder,  Secretary 

William  G.  Constable 

Quinn  Sloan 

Mollie  T.  Byrnes 

Harriet  Marple  Plehn 

Elizabeth  Hope  Cushing 

Judy  Spencer 

Liza  R.  Carey 

Beatrice  A.  Porter 

BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS* 

David  Foster 

Margaret  E.  Steiner 

Jeffrey  W.  Casdin 

Mark  S.  Reed 

Frances  Colburn 

Judith  A.  Haran 

Philip  A.Truesdell 

Peter  B.  Coffin 

Walter  R.  Silva 

Franz  Colloredo-Mansfeld 

Brian  M.  Kinney 

Herbert  W.Vaughan 

John  C.  Craig 

Quinn  Sloan 

Franklin  L.  Feigin 

George  Lewis 

Winthrop  M.Wassenar 

Lynn  P.  Edelstein 

Peter  B.Tarr 

Janice  G.  Hunt 

Michael  D.  Maginn 

Bartlett  R.  Geer 

Ralph  S.Tate 

Edward  H.  Ladd 
Nicholas  W.  Noon 

Katherine  McMillan 

LIFE  TRUSTEES* 

Gloria  J.  Gery 

Elizabeth  P.Townsend 

Sara  Molyneaux 

Marion  Leach 

Tommy  Gunn 

Natalia  K.Wainwright 

Caroline  D.  Standley 

Thomas  H.  Nicholson 

George  Putnam 

Eloise  W.  Hodges 

Augusta  Stanislaw 

Ronald  P.  O'Hanley 

Nancy  B.  Putnam 

Judith  S.  King 

*  NEWLY  elected 

Kimberly  A.  Raynor 

Herbert  W.Vaughan 

Mary  Ellen  H.  Lees 

OR  RE-ELECTED 

Evading  the  Invasive  Species 

This  summer  staff  and  volunteers  worked  hard  to  remove 
invasive  plant  species  on  several  reservations,  including 
Bartholomew's  Cohhle  in  Sheffield  and  Swift  River  Reservation 
in  Petersham  (shown  above). 

A  plant  species  is  considered  invasive  if  it  reproduces  in  an 
aggressive  manner  and  overruns  an  area  by  out-competing  native 

species.  With  no  natural  controls, 
these  plants  can  quickly  spread 
over  great  swaths  of  forest  or 
marshland.  Many  of  these  invaders 
are  successful  because  they  are 
better  adapted  to  changes  in  the 
environment,  such  as  the  atmos- 
pheric deposition  of  nitrogen 
which  alters  nutrient  mixtures  in 
the  soil. 

"Invasive  species  enter  our 
reservations  in  a  number  of  ways," 
said  Russ  Hopping,  The  Trustees' 
Ecology  Program  Manager.  "In  the 
past,  exotic  species  were  purposely 
introduced  as  landscape  plantings — 
many  for  their  wildlife  value — 
before  their  invasive  nature  was 
clearly  understood.  Many  invasive 
species  come  to  our  properties  in  a 
more  natural  way — via  wind, 
wildlife,  people,  or  dogs." 

However  they  get  their  foot- 
hold, invasive  species  are  very 
difficult  to  manage  once  esta- 
blished. Take  Bartholomew's  Cobble  as  an  example.  Few  who 
wander  the  Cobble  realize  that  mixed  in  with  the  ferns  and 
wildflowers  are  invasive  species  trying  to  get  a  chokehold  on 
native  plant  life.  The  rare  species  that  Bartholomew's  Cobble 
supports  are  particularly  vulnerable  since  they  occur  in  small 
numbers  and  do  not  compete  well  against  these  foreign  invaders. 
To  help  protect  rare  species  and  their  habitats,  many  different 
invasive  species  were  tackled  at  the  Cobble  this  summer,  including 
buckthorn,  Asiatic  bittersweet,  honeysuckle  and  multiflora  rose.  ■ 


The  more  common 
invasive  species  found 
on  Trustees'  properties 
include  Asiatic 
bittersweet  (Celastrus 
orbiculatus).  Buckthorns 
(Rhamnus  cathartica, 
Rhamnus  frangula). 
Burning  bush  (Euonymus 
alatus).  Bush  honeysuckles 
(Lonicera  spp.),  Japanese 
knotweed  (Polygonum 
cuspidatum),  Multiflora 
rose  (Rosa  multiflora), 
Norway  maple  (Acer 
platanoides)  and  Purple 
loosestrife  (Lythrum 
salicaria)  shown  above. 
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Planned  Giving  for  The  Trustees 

Rock  Solid 

Rooted  in  the  woodland 
floor  of  Whitney  and  Thayer 
Woods,  these  boulders  have 
rested  there  for  thousands  of 
years. The  Trustees  Charitable 
Gift  Annuity  offers  similar 
stability.  Here's  how: 

reason  #1:  Dependable  Fixed  Payments  -  Quarterly  income  for  life, 
guaranteed. 

reason  #2:  Income  Now  or  Later, You  Decide  -  Receive  payments 
immediately  or  defer  payments  to  retirement. 

reason  #3:  Current  Tax  Savings  -  Receive  a  tax  deduction  the  year 
of  your  gift. 

reason  #4:  A  Legacy  of  Protected  Open  Space  in  Massachusetts  - 
Your  gift  will  help  secure  the  future  protection  of  important 
landscapes  and  landmarks. 


ON  E-  L 1 F 

E  GIFT 

rv  rate 

YOUR  AGE 

SO 

65 

70 

75 

ANNUITY  RATE 

5.7% 

6.0% 

6.5% 

7.1% 

80 


85 


8.0% 


9.5% 


*Rates  recommended  by  the  American  Council  on  Gift  Annuities,  effective  7/1103 


PLEASE  LET  US  KNOW 
□    Please  contact  me  about  a  charitable  gift  annuity  that  provides  income 
to  me  or  another  individual,   date(s)  of  birth:    

Q    Please  contact  me  about  other  gift  arrangements  that  provide  income 
to  me  or  another  individual,  date(s)  of  birth:    

Mr.  Mrs. 
Ms.  Miss 


First 

Middle  Initial 

Last 

Address 

City  /  Town 

State 

Zip  Code 

(  ) 

Day  telephone 

E-mail 

For  further  information,  visit  www.thetrustees.org/pg.cfm 
or  complete  and  return  this  form  to: 

Sarah  Carothers,  Director  of  Planned  Giving 
The  Trustees  of  Reservations 
572  Essex  Street,  Beverly,  MA  01915-1530 
978/524- 1 876   ■  scarothers@ttor.org 

ALL  INQUIRIES  ARE  STRICTLY  CONFIDENTIAL. 
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Z  3UC/~\"    CD  \     Questing  with  The  Trustees 


Vineyard  children  learning 
to  use  compasses  and 
mapping  out  their  Quest. 


At  The  Trustees  of  Reservations,  everything 
we  do  springs  from  a  love  of  place,  which  is 
why  our  educators  and  interpreters  are 
embracing  a  highly  effective  strategy  known 
as  "place-based  education"  on  our  properties. 
One  of  the  methods  being  introduced  is  the 
fun  challenge  of  "Quests" — treasure  hunts 
that  use  rhymes  and  riddles  to  move  people 
through  the  landscape  in  a  thoughtful 
manner  and  help  them  discover  its  intricacies 
along  the  way. 

The  idea  for  Quests  came  from  the 
English  practice  of  Letterboxing,  which 
began  in  1854  on  Dartmoor.  What  started 
as  one  man's  message  in  a  bottle  has  grown 
into  an  international  phenomenon. 

David  Sobel,  Director  of  Teacher 
Certification  Programs  in  the  Education 
Department  of  Antioch  New  England 
Graduate  School,  has  written  several  books 
on  place-based  education  and  is  credited 
with  bringing  the  concept  of  Letterboxing 
to  the  U.S.  in  the  form  of  Quests. 


"What's  unique  about  Questing  as  opposed  to  Letter- 
boxing or  Geocaching  (treasure  hunts  using  global  posi- 
tioning satellite  receivers)  is  that  Quests  are  usually  created 
by  kids  as  part  of  an  educational  process,"  said  Sobel. 

Suzan  Bellincampi,  Environmental  Education  and 
Interpretation  Coordinator  for  The  Trustees'  Islands 
properties,  began  developing  Quests  last  year.  Her 
Menemsha  Hills  Quest  teaches  adventurers  about  the 
natural  and  human  history  of  the  reservation  as  they 
explore  the  three-mile  treasure  hunt  circuit. 

Last  spring  Suzan  worked  with  Island  middle  school 
students  to  create  a  new  Quest  at  Cape  Poge  Wildlife  Refuge. 

"Questing  is  an  engaging  activity  for  young  people 
and  great  fun  for  families,"  Suzan  said.  "You  can  move  at 
your  own  pace,  and  the  activities — from  learning  to  use  a 
compass  to  finding  the  clues  to  decoding  the  answers — 
offer  a  piece  of  the  action  to  children  of  different  ages. 
It's  a  great  way  to  discover  a  new  property,  or  to  see  a 
property  you  know  well  through  another  lens." 

get  out  and  explore!  Some  of  The  Trustees  properties 
with  Quests  include:  Menemsha  Hills  and  Cape  Poge 
Wildlife  Refuge  on  Martha's  Vineyard,  Copicut  Woods 
in  Fall  River,  and  World's  End  in  Hingham.  ■ 


